There are two special features of interest in connection with the annual meeting of the Colonial Nursing Association, which will be held on the afternoon of Wednesday, June 13. One is that it will take place at the Colonial Office; and the other that the speakers will A question arose on the letter of a medical officer of health as to whether a certified midwife was obliged to keep a register of those cases which she attended only in the capacity of a monthly nurse under a doctor, and it was decided that this was in no way her duty, the Board pointing out that in cases of doubt application could always be made to the doctor alleged to be in attendance.
A memorandum from the committee on applications as training schools from Poor-law institutions was accepted. The memorandum distinguishes between the two classes of institutions, wqrkhouses and workhouse infirmaries, pointing out that in the former the medical officer is not usually resident, the general discipline of the house is in the hands of untrained and non-medical management, and the nurses are not generally fully trained, while in the latter the sick and lying-in cases are under one or more resident medical officers, a trained matron, and fully trained nurse and the needs of the sick are the first care of the officials. The memorandum goes on to point out that if an institution is recognised by the Board it is able to obtain a better class of nurse, and that the knowledge that free training in jnidwifery may be obtained at the end of three years' general training attracts many superior women who cannot afford to pay fees.
The Board must consider each case on its merits, and the institution must be inspected by an inspector accustomed to the work, local prejudices and feeling running too high to make local inspection truly valuable and independent. Reference is made to the Board's previous decision that no such institution shall be approved as "a school in which 75 deliveries do not take place annually, and that inspection is absolutely necessary. With regard to the approval of doctors desiring to teach pupils in Poor-law institutions which are too small to be approved schools, the memorandum suggests that in future as a rule a number of not less than 60 cases annually shall be essential for such approval.
Sir William Sinclair dissented strongly from the memorandum, and said that it was untrue to say that superior women went to the workhouse infirmaries, and that he certainly would not employ any such woman in his private work; and as to local inspection, the medical officer of health was quite independent and could give a true report. Miss Christianity found a great parallel in the art of healing.
Christ when on earth spent His time in healing those terrible diseases of olden times. Lastly, there was the oil of hope : they asked nothing as to the past, but lived for the future. If they would keep themselves in a cheerful countenance they must gain power to do so from the Eucharist, the great thanksgiving. They had lately lost one who had done so much for them, and when they thought of her they thought also of all those who had served and helped in their day. 
